Scripture: James 2:1-26
READ James 2:1-4

Title: Knowing is Half the Battle
Opening:
We’ve been learning about an authentic faith in the book of
James. Bro. Danny began by talking about how faith helps
us make our mind… MIND. Then, last week Bro. Ronnie
built off of that by showing us how faith operates likes a
mirror; allowing us to see the imperfections, the sin in our
lives that need to be rooted out. Yet, for those two things to
happen our faith MUST be REAL! It has to be AUTHENTIC!
And that’s where James brings us in Chapter 2.

PRAY!
YEARS AND YEARS ago, when I was much younger and
had hopes of being much taller, cartoons used to have
endings after every episode with a little lesson, a moral
almost. They were called TROPES and they let those
cartoons be played as educational shows and not just
entertainment.

1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing
also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine
clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you
not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with
evil thoughts?

Quote:
“God must love common people because he made
so many of them.” – Abe Lincoln
The early church was BUILT upon the acceptance of the
common man; upon the outcast; the poor; the overlooked. It
provided a leveling ground, a place where the slave could
be side by side with his master; where Jew and Gentile
could forget their differences; where rich and poor were
worth the VERY same… the body of Christ was to be
something where EVERYONE was EQUAL.
We’re reminded of this throughout the New Testament:
Romans 2:11 – “For God shows no partiality.”

Well my favorite all those years ago…. in the late 1980’s,
early 1990’s… was G.I. JOE! And at the end of every
episode they had a catchphrase for their “trope”, maybe
some of you are remembering it now… it went like this,
“now you know, and KNOWING IS HALF THE BATTLE.”

Acts 10:34 – “Truly, I understand that God shows no partiality.”
Galatians 3:27-28 – “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, nor male or female, for you are all ONE IN CHRIST
JESUS.”

Well they were right, because as we jump into the
Scriptures tonight, I want you to remember that:
It’s What You Know AND What You Show That Counts

1. Authentic Faith RECEIVES!

We see Jesus in this don’t we? There was no difference in
how he accepted people… He didn’t rank them according to
their influence or social status… He didn’t draw back from
the rich OR the poor; the powerful OR the pathetic; the sick
OR the self-righteous…

George Verwer & Operation Mobilisation:
in 1957 a young college student at Moody Bible College in
Chicago, IL gathered a large material and convinced some
fellow students to spend their Christmas break sharing the
Gospel in Mexico.

He receives Nicodemus in John 3 and patiently answers His
questions and THEN TURNS AROUND and in John 4
greets the Samaritan Woman at the Well DESPITE of her
past… and our Redeemer confronted them BOTH with the
Gospel and the call to be born again.

Those were the days, however, when Rome ruled Latin
America and in Mexico it was illegal to evangelize in
Mexico. “George, you cannot do this in Mexico!” Leaders at
the college told him.

We see it again in Matthew 9 when in the very SAME story
Jesus was as gracious to a woman with a chronic bleeding
problem; a woman who was unclean according to Jewish
law; He was as kind to her, as attentive to her as He was to
the leader of the local synagogue who begged Jesus to heal
His daughter.
Our Savior RECEIVED them ALL… ACCEPTED them as
they were and loved them with a Gospel that said “Go and
Sin no More!”
But an authentic does more than just receive others, it also..
2. Authentic Faith REACHES!
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them,
“Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it
does not have works, is dead.
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons
believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person,
that faith apart from works is useless?

George went anyway; convinced that the people of Mexico
needed Jesus! His first challenge was to cross the border,
after praying the whole night, they arrived to find every
single Mexican customs agent DRUNK! And they passed
through!
Before long, George had not only begun regular trips to
Mexico but started Christian Bookstores AND radio stations
there! After graduation, he decided to go to Spain in order to
share the Gospel, then he went to Russia leaving a trail of
Bibles and tracts in his path until the Communists threw him
in prison. While in prison George started praying for ship so
that he could reach the great cities of the world.
More than 50 years after that first trip, Operation
Mobilisation is one of the largest missionaries forces in the
world and has over 6,000 missionaries in 110 countries!
George’s efforts have reached literally MILLIONS for the
Gospel!!
ALL because, George Verwer knew that
AUTHENTIC FAITH REACHES PEOPLE!
It means that we aren’t saved BY our deeds, but FOR them.

Ephesians 2:8-10:
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them.

We need to Beware:
Profession without Practice
Acceptance without Action
Truth without Transformation
Because James is trying to tell us that our works are a
barometer for whether our faith is authentic or affected!!!
John Wesley once said it this way:
Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
READ: v. 21-26
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up
his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with
his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see
that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the
same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26
For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from
works is dead.

3. Authentic Faith RESTORES!
How different could these two examples be!
The Father of the Jewish FAITH…. and a prostitute…
Why would James use THESE two, THAT church is the
right question!
Look at verse 22:
“You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was
COMPLETED BY his works.”

That word for compelled is the same word that the Greeks
used for the finish line of a race; it meant to work through to
end of a process; to reach a natural conclusion.
so, it meant that the natural result of BOTH Abraham’s faith
& Rahab’s faith was ACTION that brought results!
for Abraham it turned to the Bible’s most famous
PILGRIM INTO A PATRIARCH!
And for Rahab it transformed a
PROSTITUTE INTO A PROTECTOR!
And THAT is the final power of authentic faith, a faith that
KNOWS AND SHOWS, is that:

AUTHENTIC FAITH RESTORES
It restores us, no matter WHERE we’ve been, WHO we’ve
been…
REAL Faith can restore us to what God has created us to
be…

Conclusion:
Between 1660 - 1737, Antonio Stradivari crafted some of
the rarest and most sought after classical instruments in the
world of music. It was, therefore, an honor for acclaimed
British violinist Peter Cropper, when in 1981, London’s
Royal Academy of Music offered him one of their own 258
year old Stradivari’s to play in a series of concerts.
But then the unimaginable happened. As Cropper entered
the stage, he tripped, landed on top of the violin and
snapped the neck off! A priceless masterpiece destroyed…
Peter was inconsolable. Desperate he took the instrument
to a master craftsman in hopes that he might be able to
repair it… AND REPAIR IT HE DID!
So perfect were the repairs that the break was
undetectable, and, according to Cropper the sound was
even better than before! The Academy was most gracious
and allow Peter to continue using the violin and so
NIGHT AFTER NIGHT, as he drew his bow across the
strings, Peter Cropper was reminded that what was once
irreparably damaged had been fully restored by the hand of
Master Craftsman!
Question:

Is there a part of your heart, your life, your dreams that
feels destroyed beyond repair?
We have a Master Craftsman too, a Carpenter by trade and
if we’ll Turn Our Eyes Upon Him, we too can be
RESTORED!

PRAY!

	
  

