Scripture: Judges 8:1-23

Title: The Danger of Success Pt. 1
Opening:
As we’ve looked at this story of Gideon together we’ve
talked about the fact that “Possessing God’s Win Means
Pursuing God’s Way” and that the process taking hold of
God’ Victory relies “Not on What’s in Your Hands But
What’s in Your Heart”.
Tonight, though, I want us to see what awaits after the battle
had been won; after the enemy had been routed; after the
VICTORY had been secured! Let’s read together.

Landmines:
Did you know that since 1960 it’s estimated that over
110 MILLION landmines have been spread throughout 70
countries? 110 MILLION!!!
The United Nations estimates that between 1525,000 people a year are killed or maimed by those mines…
80% of them civilians with a large portion of that number
being children.
You might be even more surprised to know that it
costs up to $1000 per MINE to remove landmines and that
using the technology we currently have its estimated it
would take 1,100 YEARS to clear all the mines worldwide!
It is a vivid example that:

READ JUDGES 8:1-9
1 Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why have you treated us like
this? Why didn’t you call us when you went to fight Midian?” And they
challenged him vigorously. 2 But he answered them, “What have I
accomplished compared to you? Aren’t the gleanings of Ephraim’s
grapes better than the full grape harvest of Abiezer? 3 God gave Oreb
and Zeeb, the Midianite leaders, into your hands. What was I able to do
compared to you?” At this, their resentment against him subsided.
4 Gideon and his three hundred men, exhausted yet keeping up the
pursuit, came to the Jordan and crossed it. 5 He said to the men of
Sukkoth, “Give my troops some bread; they are worn out, and I am still
pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”6 But the officials of
Sukkoth said, “Do you already have the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna
in your possession? Why should we give bread to your troops?”
7 Then Gideon replied, “Just for that, when the Lord has given Zebah
and Zalmunna into my hand, I will tear your flesh with desert thorns and
briers.” 8 From there he went up to Peniel and made the same request
of them, but they answered as the men of Sukkoth had. 9 So he said to
the men of Peniel, “When I return in triumph, I will tear down this tower.”

PRAY!

In the Midst of Success the Danger Has Not Vanished!

So how do we avoid the danger that comes with victory that
comes with success? We see this in Gideon’s Story… so
look back at verse 1 of Judges 8…
Landmine 1: Ephraim’s Complaint
1 Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why have you treated us like
this? Why didn’t you call us when you went to fight Midian?”
And they challenged him vigorously.

Ephraim was a proud tribe; they were the second largest
only to Judah; they the home to the Ark of the Covenant in
Shiloh; known to be mighty warriors; and were a brother
tribe to Manasseh.

resentment against him subsided.

Why Were They Upset?
Almost EVERY biblical scholar believes that their complaint
was rooted in not being able to share in the spoils of the
battle.
• And Army of 135,000 Men & Camels
• This Was Before David’s Law About Spoils

He had every right to expect gratitude but instead he
chose to practice humility.

So they come and instead of saying:

Psalms 133:1 – “How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!”
Proverbs 15:1 – “A gentle answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.”
Proverbs 16:32 – “Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty,
and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.”

•
•

THANK YOU for DELIVERING US from OUR ENEMIES;
THANK YOU for FIGHTING for US

Scripture says they “contended” with or “accused”…
That word is “riyb” or “REEB” and means
TO EVER STRIVE AGAINST
Question:
Do you know someone in the family of God who even when
things are going well, fit this description?
Instead of saying of THANK YOU!
They say, WHAT ABOUT ME? WHY DIDN’T THINK OF
US? WHAT DO I GET?
This is the first landmine that as a church, as leaders, as
parents, as businessmen, as Christians we have to avoid…
the DANGER of DISCORD.
Look at how Gideon responds…
v. 2-3:
2 But he answered them, “What have I accomplished compared to you?
Aren’t the gleanings of Ephraim’s grapes better than the full grape
harvest of Abiezer? 3 God gave Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianite leaders,
into your hands. What was I able to do compared to you?” At this, their

Why, because Gideon knew that Unity Matters and that Our
Words Can Make the Difference.
We see over and over again in Scripture in places like:

That wasn’t the only landmine Gideon had to avoid, look at
v. 4-9…
READ:
Landmine 2: Succoth & Penuel Desert
These towns belonged to the Eastern tribe of Gad; they
were part of Israel that requested to settle on the East of the
Jordan in order to graze their herds. Do you know what
Moses’ condition was for them in Numbers 32 to receive
that land as their inheritance?
THAT THEY FIGHT WITH THEIR BROTHER TRIBES!
and so Gideon approaches these cities in Gad as v. 4 says,
“exhausted yet pursuing” and requests not even fighting aid
but just support. Just food, and water, and rest… and yet
they refused.
Why Did They Refuse?
Maybe they were skeptical of Gideon truly succeeding?

Maybe they feared reprisal from the Midianites later?
None of that matters, however, because:
WHEN THE ARMY OF GOD NEEDED THEIR
ENCOURAGEMENT AND THEIR SUPPORT…. THEY
DESERTED!
And this reveals the second landmine we must be watchful
for: The DANGER of DESERTION
because there will be and ARE those will desert the cause
of the Gospel when their help is needed.
And make NO mistake Church:
Discouragement, Disloyalty, Dishonesty ALWAYS,
ALWAYS serves the will of our enemy!
Gideon had every right to expect loyalty but instead he
practiced endurance.
V.10-21 tells us how and his men pursue the remaining
15,000 Midianites and overtake them and capture their
kings. It’s not an easy road…
Napoleon Quote:
“Victory belongs to the most persevering.”
Louis L’Amour Quote:
“Victory is won not in miles but in inches. Win a little
now, hold your ground, and later win a little more.”
That was Gideon… That needs to be Us!
After such a long road, you would think Gideon would be in
the clear, but look at verses 22-23…

Landmine 3: The Offered Crown
22 The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son and your
grandson—because you have saved us from the hand of Midian.”
23 But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule
over you. The Lord will rule over you.”

This wasn’t how Israel was supposed to get their first King…
READ Deuteronomy 17:14-17
But Israel wanted a King, and Gideon had just experienced
phenomenal success and herein lays our last landmine…
The DANGER of DISTINCTION.
We are a world run amok with wanting to feel important. If
American Idol, the X-Factor, America’s, Britain’s, Spain’s,
Ethiopia’s Got Talent doesn’t prove that maybe this will…
I typed the following phrase into Google today,
“How to Make Yourself King”
and THIS is the FIRST result that came up…
12 Easy Steps to Starting Your Own Country
But you see Gideon actually had a claim; he had won a
great battle; freed a people; and a this moment
He had every right to expect honor but instead he chose to
practice reverence.

Conclusion:
In Philippians Chapter 2, Paul says this about our Savior:
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God
a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.

In the Midst of Our Discord Jesus Humbled Himself:
In the Midst of Our Desertion Jesus Endured to the Cross:
In the Midst of Our Attempts to Crown ANYONE But GOD as
King of Our Lives, Jesus Showed Us a Way of Obedience
that Could Bring Us Back to the Father:

God gives us a glimpse in Gideon’s story of what was to
come in our Savior, but He also graciously give us a picture
of what can go wrong when we don’t steer away from those
landmines around us.
Next week we’ll look at the end of Gideon’s story to learn
more.
PRAY!

“It’s Not What’s in Your Hands, but What’s In
Your Heart That Matters.”

	
  

