Scripture: Philippians 2:12-18

Title: Living Like Jesus
Opening:
Have you ever wondered about how we choose our role
models? How we decide which examples we’re going to
follow? As I watched the response to Pope Francis this week
and as I read stories about Yogi Berra’s influence in baseball,
I wanted to know more; so I went to the logical place…
I went to Google!
And I got a multitude of results… some interesting,
some strange, some were just straight disappointing…
I got a list of the 15 Greatest Leaders of All Time.
Names like Alexander the Great, Napoleon, Winston
Churchhill, FDR, Martin Luther King Jr., Ghandi… but also
had names like Hitler and Stalin…
AND NO MENTION OF JESUS!!!
The next list was the Top Ten of All Time. Thankfully, this
omitted the overtly evil dictators, AND Jesus actually MADE
THIS LIST… at number five…
Finally, I found an article entitled, “How to Choose a Role
Model?” with some helpful tips for those that might want a
good example to follow after.
Here were some of my favorite bits of advice: USE SCREEN
So what became obvious to me is that we’re constantly
looking for good examples; for role models to follows.

The problem, though, is that:
A good example can INSPIRE us; but it cannot ENABLE us!
A role model can MOTIVATE you; but cannot EMPOWER you!

Which brings us to Philippians Chapter 2…

Read Philippians 2:12-18
PRAY
Two weeks ago, Bro. Cody talked about having the MIND OF
CHRIST. About how we are to emulate Jesus and His
example of Humility and Service and Obedience…
And So Paul continues this in v.12:
“THEREFORE, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now not only
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling…”

In other words, BECAUSE of that example, BECAUSE of
everything that has come before, don’t stop halfway! Don’t be
satisfied! Don’t settle!
What Paul is saying is that we can’t stop at just a profession
of faith and baptism. We can’t stop at the just the beginning
things of the faith… the Christian life is MEANT TO MAKE
US LIKE CHRIST… John Stott said it this way:

“Christlikeness is the will of God
for the people of God.”

Transition:
The challenge though is that I don’t LOOK like Jesus; I don’t
TALK like Him; I don’t like ACT like Jesus. Most days I feel
wholly inadequate to be a father; to be a husband; to be a
pastor… and so one resounding question comes to me as I
see Paul’s words here in Philippians 2….

WE DO NOT LOOK THE SAME,
OUR LIVES DO NOT LOOK THE SAME.
But the problem is that the world sees too many of us who
claim to be Christian living like we never been hit the Gospel!
We can’t live like Jesus if we don’t know Jesus.

HOW?!?!?
Paul Tells Us AND Shows Us

3 Things That God Gives Us to Live Like Jesus:
1. His Spirit: (we need to be SAVED!) – v.12 & 13
The assumption is that they’re saved, that they’re believers.
Ephesians 1:13 – “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit.”

The Problem is that if we’re not saved…
WE DON’T HAVE THE SPIRIT!!!

We have to be saved, because the first thing God gives us to
power a life that looks like Jesus is His Spirit.

2. His Word: (we need to be SATURATED!) v.16
“holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud
that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.”

That phrase “holding fast”, your version might say “holding
forth” literally means TO PRESENT.
The assumption here is that they knew the Word well enough
to carry it into the world. We have to know God’s word.

Illustration: Dump Truck Story

We have to read it, study it, and learn how it applies to our
lives. And just relegating that to a church service on Sundays
or to a Bible Study class WILL NOT WORK!

I want you to imagine that the music stopped tonight and I
didn’t show, in fact I was 5-10 mins. late and I came in and
apologized and told you this story…. (finish story)

A bible study workbook is NOT THE BIBLE.
A sermon is NOT SCRIPTURE.

You would believe one of two things:
1. I’m lying to you!
2. I am incredibly deceived!
Because when you get hit by a Dump Truck you don’t look
the same. Church, when we get hit by the Gospel of Jesus
that cleanses our sin and calls us to sin NO MORE!

Hebrews 4:12 – “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

God gives us His Spirit but we have to be saved.
God gives us His Word but we have to be saturated in it.

Finally…

3. His People: (we need SUPPORT!)
You won’t find a verse that says, “Hey you need each other!”
But what we do find, is that EVERY NOUN, EVERY VERB
throughout this whole passage is plural. EVERY ONE…
So when Paul says… (give examples)
He is saying it to the church as a community.

Paul wrote this letter in the depths of the Philippian jail. No
window, no roof, just darkness and he tells the church to
shine like LIGHTS!
We need to LIVE LIKE JESUS because the world needs to
SEE JESUS!

GOSPEL ILLUSTRATION: The Millenials

We have to get over our desire to be individuals. This
tendency to decide we don’t need anyone else. This
prevalence that if we don’t like something at church we’ll just
go find another church!

GET 10 VOLUNTEERS – Age 15 and Under

Paul would say SHAME on us! We are a gift to each other, to
help one another live like Jesus through the ups and down of
this life. Scripture tells us this in places like:

When it was explained what that meant, 65% those who were
age 70 and older (the Builder Generation) said YES.

In 2011 a study was done by Lifeway Research. They asked
this question: “Are you a born again believer in Jesus Christ?”

35% of those 50-70 (The Baby Boomers) said YES.
Ecclesiates 4:9-12 – “Two are better than one, because they have a good
reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to
him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! Again, if
two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?
And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will
withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
Galatians 6:2 – “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ.”
Psalm 133:1 – “Behold, how good and pleasant it is
when brothers dwell in unity!”

God gives us each to help us live like Jesus because in the
unity of the church His gospel SHINES BRIGHT!
Look at v.14-15 again:
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked
and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world”

15% of those born from 1980-2000 (The Millenials) my
generation said YES.
If the trends continue, then the percentage of this generation
(those born after 2000), the Homelanders, Gen Z, that will
say YES will be only 7-10%. 1 in 10.
1 in 10 of my children and your grandchildren will know the
Savior and 90% of them will die and with NO HOPE and NO
SAVIOR and NO ETERNITY in HEAVEN.
Church, we have to start LIVING LIKE JESUS, because their
only hope is to SEE JESUS in US!

Conclusion:
Illustration: Grocery Buggies
One of my favorite things about parenting is watching my girls
do things I used to do. I also love seeing the aspects of
childhood that are universal. Doesn’t matter where you grew
up, if you’re a boy or girl, there are just some thing that when
kids are a certain age, they all want to do them… pushing the
grocery buggy is one of those things. Every toddler when
they’re old enough to walk on their own and talk can not
WAIT to push the buggy. Ruby was the same way. She could
even move it some… but it wouldn’t go anywhere she
wanted. Without me or Sara behind her giving the power and
the direction its just a waste of time and energy. But with us
giving the power, she feels like she’s the king of Walmart!
In v.13 Paul says this:
“for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure.”

That word for work is where we get our word “energize”, and
it means “to move along.”
So Paul is saying that God is the one who will energize us,to
both will & to work for His good pleasure.
Now church, we can push, we can strive, we can kick and
scream…but until we let GOD PUSH THE BUGGY we’re
never going to LIVE LIKE JESUS.
STOP TRYING and START RELYING ON GOD and LET
THE WORLD SEE JESUS IN YOU!!!

